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The Small Animal Teaching 
Hospital at UGA’s College 

of Veterinary Medicine has 
continued to offer clients 
specialized services, maintaining 
an unsurpassed level of expertise 
in cancer surgery and treatment, 
orthopedics, and cardiology.  
Now, more than ever, there has 
never been a better time to take 
advantage of UGA’s technology 
and high level of care.

Two years ago UGA College of 
Veterinary Medicine neurologist 
Marc Kent was running a one-
man show.  In addition to 
meeting a full schedule of clinical 
neurology appointments and 
manning a mobile MRI unit that visited 
the College three to four days a week, Dr. 
Kent still managed to dedicate time for 
research.  Despite this overwhelming load 
of responsibilities, Dr. Kent always devoted 
himself to his students, as demonstrated by 
his receiving the Carl Norden Distinguished 
Teacher Award in 2005.  

Knowing that Dr. Kent should not be 
expected to shoulder all of this responsibility 
alone, the College—with the assistance 
of Dr. Kent—hired two world-renowned 
neurologists to join Dr. Kent. With the 
arrival of Drs. Scott Schatzberg and Simon 
Platt, the neurology department is now at 
full staff and commanding the lead among 
other veterinary colleges.  Only North 
Carolina State University and the University 
of California-Davis have more than two 
neurologists on their faculty.

“We are fortunate to have such a high 
level of expertise within our College,” says 
Dean Sheila W. Allen. “The addition of Drs. 

Platt and Schatzberg to the strong program 
Dr. Kent established ensures that we are 
on the move to have the best neurological 
program in the world.”

Schatzberg, a former staff neurologist 
at the Animal Medical Center in New York 
City and at the Canada West Veterinary 
Specialists and Critical Care Hospital in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, brings to UGA 
his expertise in canine encephalitis research.

As a complement to Schatzberg’s work, 
Platt is an expert in head trauma and 
stroke who earned his veterinary degree 
at the Royal College of Veterinary Studies 
in Scotland.  Platt served as an assistant 
professor of neurology at UGA from 1998-
2000 before spending six years as head of 
neurology at The Animal Health Trust in 
Suffolk, England.

Prior to Schatzberg and Platt’s arrival 
at UGA, Kent assisted Dr. Steve Miller and 
others from the Psychology department in 
bringing a 3T MRI to the university campus 

Additions to neurology service make a 
formidable team

The UGA College of Veterinary Medicine Neurology Team (l to r): 
Drs. Marc Kent, Scott Schatzberg and Simon Platt

(cont. on page 3)
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Zoo Med: New name, new faces
The UGA Teaching Hospital announces two new 

exotics clinical service arrivals. Dr. Christine 
Fiorello, a full-time zoological medicine faculty 
member and ACZM Diplomate, brings a wealth 
of zoological and wildlife experience, most recently 
from a three-year clinical residency at the University 
of Florida. She has a DVM from Tufts University, 
a PhD in Ecology, Evolution and Environmental 
Biology from Columbia University, and an MS in 
biological sciences from the University of Cincinnati. 
Dr. Fiorello is a vital presence to the zoological 
medicine team. In addition, Betsy Kurimo has come 
on board as the new veterinary technician.

Another noteworthy change is the name of 
the clinical service from Exotics to Exotic Animal, 

Wildlife and Zoological 
Medicine (Zoo Med), which 
more accurately describes the 
exotic pet, wildlife treatment, 
and zoo/aquarium service. 

“Exotic pets remain a focus 
within the field of zoological medicine and a 
priority at UGA,” says Dr. Stephen Hernandez-
Divers, “but we are attempting to increase and 
improve our case load into these areas which 
are currently under-represented.” Zoo Med is 
eager to work with veterinarians that serve a 
local aquarium, zoo or wildlife center.  For more 
information, please contact the hospital at (706) 
542-3221.

Contact Information:

Main Hospital Switchboard	 706-542-3221
Appointment Desk			  800-542-9294
Appointment Desk (Local)	 706-542-2895
Referring Veterinarians (LA)	 800-861-7456
Referring Veterinarians (SA)	 800-861-7458
Medical Records			   706-542-5000
Diagnostic Laboratory		  706-542-5568

www.vet.uga.edu/hospital

Dr. Chad Schmiedt, newly 
hired instructor in small 
animal medicine at the 
University of Georgia 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine, specializes in 
feline renal studies.

UGA Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
    Attn: Kelley Howard

        The University of Georgia     
               Athens, GA 30602

Doctors: Do we have your most 
current information?
We are updating our files for future reference. Please complete the following 

information and fax, mail or e-mail to the University of Georgia Teaching Hospital.

Name of Clinic 	 ___________________________________________________________________________

Veterinarian(s) Please list all veterinarians at the above clinic.

			   ___________________________________________________________________________

			   ___________________________________________________________________________

			   ___________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address 	 ___________________________________________________________________________

			   ___________________________________________________________________________

		   City 	 ______________________________________     State ____________    Zip_____________

	         Phone	 _______________________________           Fax   ____________________________________

	        E-mail 	 ______________________________________     State ____________    Zip_____________

Please tear off this sheet and return to us by one of these methods:

Fax:  (706) 542-5355       or      E-mail:  vth@uga.edu         or              U.S. Mail

												          

Under the direction of 
Dr. Christine Fiorello (right), 
intern Dr. Elizabeth Mackey 
intubates a rabbit. Vet tech 
Betsy Kurimo assists.
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