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Animal Health Research Center

What is the Animal Health Research Center?

The Animal Health Research Center (AHRC), located on the
University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine campus
at the corner of Carlton Street and East Campus Road, is a
75,000-square-foot research facility that enables scientists to
study infectious microorganisms, parasites and toxins in a safe
environment for the researchers, animals and the public. The
center is one of the most technologically advanced facilities
located on a university campus dedicated to studying a wide
variety of infectious diseases that affect both animal and human
health. It is one of the first BSL-3-Ag (biosafety lab-level 3-ag-
ricultural) research facility located on a university campus.

What types of studies are done in the building?

* The AHRC houses researchers who conduct basic and applied
research on vaccines, diagnostics and treatments for diseases
that infect humans as well as animals.

¢ The laboratories and animal housing on the first floor are al-
located to investigators from the College of Veterinary Medicine,
the University of Georgia, and state, federal or private institutions.
* Laboratories on the second floor are used to develop and test
vaccines for a variety of species—from horses and cows to mice
and birds—as part of the national effort to defend against bio-
terrorism attacks as well as naturally emerging diseases.

¢ Dr. Ralph Tripp, the UGA Eminent Scholar in Vaccine De-
velopment, heads the vaccine research program, assisted by

six other research scientists and 25-30 post-doctoral students,
graduate students and technicians. Dr. Tripp is a leading expert
in research on respiratory virus infections, including Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and avian influenza.

* In case of an outbreak of foreign animal disease, the center
will help identify and combat any disease that threatens us or
our livestock industries.

Is the AHRC safe for scientists and the public?

The research center is a biocontainment center, specifically
designed and built to contain or isolate harmful organisms and
chemicals. A variety of barriers and other safeguards provide a
safe environment in which to investigate infectious organisms
that are transmitted easily through the air—for example, organ-
isms that cause tuberculosis, influenza and anthrax.
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What are some of the safety measures used to
isolate or destroy harmful agents?

The center meets all state and federal regulations for the design
and operation of an animal research center using hazardous or-
ganisms and chemicals. It contains redundant safety features,
including HEPA filters and safety alarms. In addition:

* Air is sterilized entering and leaving special biosafety hoods
which are used for examining specimens.

* Air flows in only one direction: from outside into the room
and the biosafety hoods. Air then goes through sterilization
filters before it is released to the outside again.

* Scientists change clothing outside the laboratory after leaving
animal rooms. In some laboratories, researchers shower out
and put on clean clothes before they leave.

* Pressure tests are used to make sure that rooms are airtight.
* All waste products are sterilized by specialized air and sew-
age treatments before they leave the center.

Why is the AHRC important?

Because of the importance of the diseases being studied, the
AHRC has the potential for drawing in millions of research
dollars, creating an economic boon for the state of Georgia.
With this recognition comes the potential for initiating and
strengthening partnerships with state, federal and private
research institutions, including the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the USDA, the Southeast Regional Center for
Excellence in Emerging Diseases (funded by the National In-
stitutes of Health), and the Southeast Center for Emerging Bio-
logical Threats at Emory University. In early 2007 the National
Institutes of Health awarded the University of Georgia College
of Veterinary Medicine a $7.4 million contract to collaborate
with Emory University through its new Regional Center for
Excellence for Influenza Research and Surveillance.

In fulfilling UGA’s missions of teaching, research and
service, the AHRC serves as a learning environment not only
for graduate students, but also for scientific professionals whose
interests lie in infectious diseases.

Research in the AHRC is regulated by federal guidelines as well
as oversight by the UGA Office of Biosafety and the UGA Insti-
tutional Biosafety Committee, with input from an advisory group
composed of members of the university and Athens community.
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